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went into the township of Winchester, now called West 
Winsted, Conn., and purchased three hundred acres of 
land, paying for it at the reduced rate of sixpence 
on the pound. In 1784, he married Olive Wheeler and 
removed to his new purchase, where he continued to re- 
side until 1812. His children were Warren W., Alva 
W., Sheldon, Clarissa, and Samuel. In Sept., 1810, 
Levi Norton, David Gaylord, Rufus Grinnell, S. E. 
North, and some others came to Pennsylvania looking 
for a better country, where they could worship God 
according to the dictates of their own conscience. 

In pursuance of that purpose, they examined the wild 
land in Wayne and Susquehanna counties. After that 
examination, Levi Norton went to Philadelphia and 
purchased nine tracts of land, situated in the north 
part of old Canaan, now Clinton Center. In December, 
1811, he fitted out his second son, Alva, and started 
him for the wilderness, and this son came into Wayne 
county, Christmas day. At Mount Pleasant he found a 
young man who had been sent out with some sheep, and 
the two came down the old north and south road to the 
base of the mountain, opposite what is now the Clinton 
Center Baptist meeting-house, built a cabin ten by 
twelve, and split basswood poles for a puncheon floor. 
Here they tarried during the winter, but very little 
improvement could be made, as the snow was four feet 
deep. Some time in March, Warren W. Norton, with his 
wife and one child, and Benjamin Johnson, with his 
wife and five children, came. The first week in June, 
1812, Levi Norton, his wife, and the balance of his 
family, Horace G. Squire, and Michael Grinnell came; 
they were followed in September by David Gaylord and 
wife, and D. S. West and wife. At the same time 

Amasa Gaylord and son, Myron, arrived and made ar- 
rangements to move the family the next year and, in 
November, Rufus Grinnell's wife and eight children, 
which closed the colony for 1812. 

In May, 1813, Amassa Gaylord, wife, and family ar- 
rived. About the same time Capt. Wm. Bayley came and 
lived with my father until he paid for one hundred and 
seventeen acres of land. In the fall of 1813, John 
Griswold, Sen., and some of his family came from 
Torrey lake, and put up a log-cabin on land adjoin- 
ing that of Rufus Grinnell, and, in January following, 
moved his family down on an ox-sled. In 1814, S. E. 
North and wife, and Fisher Case and family came." 

Mr. Norton gives also the following account of a 
great wolf hunt: "In the fall of 1837, a pair of 
black wolves from the Rocky mountains" (or Canada, ) 
"made their appearance in Wayne and Susquehanna 
counties. During the fall and early winter, in 
Herrick township, Susquehanna county, and Mount 
Pleasant and Clinton townships, Wayne county, they 


